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CampControl Overview 

CampControl is a Web Service which enhances accountability and streamlines communication, record-
keeping and report generation for all parties in an Exploration Team. 

CampControl reduces company operating costs and improves management and other staff 
efficiencies. 

CampControl is available for immediate use throughout the world on a subscription basis.  

 

CampControl is a modular system in which the Account Manager can create and remove users as the 
company's needs change. It is possible to place the system into "hibernation" mode during the off-
season.  

The CampControl system is available in three subscriber versions:  
 
                                                 CampControl for Exploration Companies 
                                                  CampControl for Expediting Companies 
                     CampControl for Exploration (Geological Management) Service Providers  

Using CampControl, exploration companies can choose whether to carry out expediting functions 
themselves, or to contract the responsibility to "external" expediters. In the latter case, all that is 
required is the creation by the Account Manager of User Identities and Passwords for the expediting 
company staff.  
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CampControl Dashboard 

The first page you see after logging in to CampControl is the Dashboard, which provides a complete 
overview of your exploration operations.  Information which can be displayed depends on the 
permission levels of the user.  

The page is fully customisable, allowing you to display information most relevant to you at the top of 
the page.  The calendars show activities that have taken place in the previous and current month, as 
well as future activities planned for the current month and the following month.  Mousing-over the 
bolded dates causes the activities to be displayed. 
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CampControl Multi-language support 

Users can select to use one of the following languages in CampControl:  

• English  
• French  
• Spanish  

Language is set on a per-user basis.  So for operations that span language boundaries, each user can 
set their account to the language of their choice. 

Below is an example of CampControl in French: 
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CampControl User Setup 

The following user types are available in CampControl:   

• Company Manager - typically oversees all Regions and Camps, has access to all data and 
reports  

• Region Manager - oversees one or more Regions, has access to all data and reports for 
these regions only  

• Office Administrator - typically Head Office personnel who can perform simple expediting 
functions (book flights, hotels, etc), as well as be given permissions to carry out many of the 
Company Managers' functions in situations where the Managers do not wish to carry them 
out themselves (eg: Keeping User Lists current when staff change;  Keeping Project Codes 
current when projects change; etc)  

• Location Manager - typically a 'Camp Manager', who makes General Orders, receives 
freight, fills in worklogs/timesheets  

• Camp Cook - makes Grocery Orders, fills in worklogs/timesheets  
• Worker/Consultant - makes Commissary Orders, fills in worklogs/timesheets  

On the Expediting side: 

• Expediting Manager - assigns orders to Expediters, handles orders (can be internal to your 
company or external)  

• Expediter - handles orders/purchasing and freighting/shipping (may also be internal or 
external to your company)  

CampControl has a very flexible permissions system, allowing you to configure on an individual basis 
who can and cannot do certain tasks and see certain information.  The default permissions set in 
CampControl for the standard staffing levels presented above are suitable for most companies. 
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CampControl Location Setup 

CampControl allows you to configure a number of Regions and, in turn, configure a number of 
Locations in each Region. Locations are typically camps but also include Head Office, Storage, 
Laboratories, etc. You can also create a number of users and designate them to Region(s) or 
Location(s). Designating users to specific Regions or Locations limits them to working only with 
information for those Regions or Locations.  

The following diagram depicts a scenario with 2 Regions, 4 Camps and a number of designated users. 
Notice below, there are two Expediters (possibly from different Expediting Companies or Expediters 
employed by your Exploration Company), one expediting for Region 1 and the other expediting for 
Region 2.  
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CampControl Tasks 

CampControl allows you to assign Tasks to other CampControl users or to yourself.  

This is a very powerful management tool because of the valuable audit trail it preserves of who was 
asked to do what, when they were asked to do it, and when they completed it - much more efficient 
and secure than emails sent between parties.  

 

The screenshot overleaf shows all the details visible on the Task Entry/View/Edit page. 

Note that any number of documents/photographs can be attached to a Task, and these attachments 
may be added at the time of Task creation, completion, or any time in between. 

The primary purpose of the "Notes" section is for recording of information relevant after completion 
of the task, or perhaps while the task is pending. 

Task visibility is controlled by the company staff hierarchy (see User Setup) as well as the locations to 
which staff have been assigned (see Location Setup).  This means that a user cannot see the Tasks 
assigned to his or her superiors, or to subordinates who are not assigned to the locations he or she is 
assigned to. 

Version 2 of this module, to be released on 1 May, 2009, will prevent anyone but the creator of a task 
from deleting the Task, or editing its description. 

(See second screenshot overleaf) 
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CampControl Timesheets 

CampControl enables all users to record their worklogs/timesheets.  This information is instantly 
available to  remote managers, making it very easy to keep track of activities at camp, on the road, 
or in the office.  The information can be displayed on a per user basis or a per day basis making it 
easy to view activities of a specific worker or activities that happened on a given day.   

Once satisfied with the worklogs of their staff or consultants, supervisors/managers can mark entries 
as "Approved", after which time they cannot be altered - unless they are again set by a manager to 
the "Un-Approved" status.  (See illustration below.)  

In areas without Internet connections, staff can fill in their timesheets in a downloaded Excel 
spreadsheet template and upload it when they have access to the internet. See overleaf for a detailed  
Worklog Activity Workflow Diagram. 
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CampControl Timesheets (cont) 
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CampControl Sample Custody and Results Receipt1 

CampControl keeps track of: 

 (1) Sample Shipments   

 (2) Lab Sample Receipt Dates  

 (3) Laboratory Reports.  

 

 

Sample Shipments:   

An extremely important part of mineral exploration is well-documented control over secure transport 
of samples to laboratories for analysis.  Without suitable controls, samples get lost or delayed, 
potentially wasting thousands of dollars.  CampControl keeps track of sample-flow from the camp to 
the lab, recording where and when they were shipped and received, and by whom - for however 
many steps there may be between source and final destination.  

The screenshot below shows the Shipment Transport Details for each shipment of samples. 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 This functionality is available in a free CampControl Sample Custody and Results Storage Account 
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CampControl Sample Custody and Results Receipt (cont) 

 

An alternative view, shown below, displays the Sample Batch Details for each shipment.   Each 
shipment may contain more than one batch of samples.   
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CampControl Sample Custody and Results Receipt (cont) 

Sample Details are recorded using sample number ranges, with accompanying fields for: sample 
type, batch number, container type, container label and notes (see screenshot below).  Printouts of 
this data are designed for attachment to Analysis Request Forms sent to the laboratory.  This data 
can be accessed by the destination laboratory once the shipment is dispatched, provided that the 
laboratory has created its own (free) CampControl account. 

Lab Sample Receipt Dates and Laboratory Reports:   

CampControl can also receive email messages sent from laboratories, and store these conveniently in 
your CampControl records, as shown below:  

 

For a full appreciation of the CampControl Sample Custody and Results Storage System, view the 
Design Diagram overleaf, or download a pdf copy of the diagram from the “Feature Tour” section of 
the CampControl website for discussion with your staff responsible for sample custody.  

Free CampControl Sample Custody and Results Storage System  

If your exploration company would like a free version of CampControl that provides only Sample 
Custody and Results Receipt functions, please visit the CampControl website to create your free 
account.  
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CampControl Sample Custody and Results Receipt (cont) 
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CampControl Drill Progress Logs 

When the drills start turning, management needs to be kept abreast of progress made, or the lack 
thereof.   

CampControl's Drill Progress Logs provide a record of drilling progress and allow efficient 
communication of this information to interested and responsible parties who may not be on site.   

They are also very useful to refer to when writing reports long after the drilling is complete, or when 
planning new drill programs, and negotiating with drilling contractors.  
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CampControl Helicopter Logs 

One of the biggest expenses in mineral exploration is helicopter time.   

CampControl provides for the recording of helicopter activity which gives management an up-to-date 
view of the "burn rate", and saves hours in trying to verify helicopter invoices that arrive weeks or 
months after the flying is complete.  
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CampControl Vehicle Logs 

Keeping track of vehicles and vehicle usage is also very important to exploration managers.  

CampControl makes tracking vehicle use easy  -  recording which trips each vehicle made, when and 
why they were made, the distances covered, and which programs/projects should be paying for 
them. 
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CampControl Documents 

CampControl stores, organises and allows for controlled sharing of all kinds of exploration-related 
documents within your company.   

This makes it easy to ensure all company staff have access to the documents that are relevant to 
them  - particularly when there is turnover of staff.  Users can view their own documents as well as 
those of their subordinates, and also documents placed in folders associated with locations to which 
users are designated.  

Store documents such as:  

• Company Policies  
• Safety Procedures and Reports  
• Technical References  
• Game Sightings; Safety Meeting Records; Borehole logs.  
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CampControl Photograph Management 

Systematically organising photographs taken in the field is overlooked in most exploration 
operations.   

Using CampControl, your field staff can upload their photographs, annotate them with descriptions 
and GPS co-ordinates.  With the GPS co-ordinates assigned, clicking on the 'View in Google Earth' link 
activates your Google Earth application and takes you right to where the photo was taken.  

As in the Document Management System, users can view their own photos as well as those of their 
subordinates, and also photos placed in folders associated with locations to which users are 
designated.  
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CampControl Order Handling 

CampControl provides a comprehensive order/purchase/delivery control system.   

It keeps a record of every step of the order/purchase/deliver process, mitigating disagreements over 
what was ordered and reducing time and errors in getting supplies out to the camp.  Shown below is 
a "General Order". Staff at camp can also order groceries and commissary items using specialised 
screens.  

Note that each item can be allocated a Program, Activity and Cost Code, as well as a Financial 
Category.  All of these codes are customisable. 

  

Once the Expediter receives the order (which would appear on their screen any time after the person 
at camp clicks 'Submit Order'), the Expediter prints out the order, fulfills it (CampControl manages 
partial orders too), and ships it out to camp.  The following screen shows a Camp Manager receiving 
a shipment, which may include items from multiple orders.  
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CampControl Order Handling (cont) 

Note that CampControl can keep track of who each ordered item is finally delivered to. 

 

 

The full power and flexibility of CampControl’s order/purchase/deliver control system is illustrated in 
the General Order Activity Diagram shown overleaf. 
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CampControl Order Handling (cont) 
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CampControl Order Authorisations 

When an order is placed in CampControl, the person placing the order may request 
authorisation of the order by a peer or "superior" by placing a tick in the "Requires Approval" 
box, as illustrated below, and then selecting the party from whom the approval is required 
from the dropdown selector. 

 

 

Figure 1:  Requesting an Authorisation. 

Authorisation requests may also be copied to other peers and superiors.  [Superiors are determined 
by CampControl User Level, where Account Manager > Company Manager > Region Manager > 
Camp Manager > Cook > Worker.] 
 
If an authorisation has been requested, two actions will be taken by CampControl when the order is 
saved: 

1) A note will be attached to the order recording that approval has been requested for the order 
(Figure 2 overleaf).  
 

2) An email will be sent to the chosen authorising party (and cc's) requesting authorisation of 
the order, together with a hyperlink to the page on which the authorisation may be entered 
(Figure 3 overleaf). 

Both the authorisation request note and the response to it (example in Figure 4 overleaf) remain with 
the order indefinitely, and appear on all pages and printed audit trails relating to the order.   

They provide clear instructions to expediters that an authorisation has been requested, and whether 
it has been given or rejected.  They make clear during possible controversy at some future time who 
placed the order, and who authorised it. 
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CampControl Order Authorisations (cont) 

 

 

Figure 2: Note attached to order recording request for approval. 

 

 

Figure 3: Email sent requesting an authorisation. 

 
 
 

 

Figure 4: Granted authorisation attached alongside the request for an authorisation on an order. 



CampControl Feature Tour                    www.campcontrol.com                          Page 24 of 34 
                                                            © Georeference Online Ltd 

CampControl Freight Control  

Once the items are purchased by the Expediter, CampControl places them in the Expediting 
Warehouse awaiting shipping.   

The Expediter uses the following screen to select items from the Warehouse for the next shipment to 
a camp.  This ensures orderly shipping, sometimes of items from multiple orders, and makes it 
possible to produce at any time in the future a clear audit trail of the order/purchase/shipping process 
(see next section on Audit Trails).   
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CampControl Camp Inventory 

Keeping track of what inventory you have at which camp is important for cost control as well as for 
assisting in planning easy demobilisations.  CampControl, on account of its powerful order-tracking 
functions, is ideal for tracking inventory.  All purchases are automatically added to inventory.  
Additionally you can manually enter items into the inventory that were not procured through the 
CampControl ordering process.  

Note that you can also download all this information as an Excel spreadsheet for further processing, if 
required. 

  

 
 



CampControl Feature Tour                    www.campcontrol.com                          Page 26 of 34 
                                                            © Georeference Online Ltd 

CampControl Camp Inventory (cont) 
 

In addition to knowing where items are, you can also see when they arrived or left a camp, using the 
Inventory Transfer History screen:   

 

The full power and flexibility of CampControl’s Inventory Control System is illustrated in the Inventory 
Activity Diagram shown overleaf. 
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CampControl Camp Inventory (cont) 
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CampControl Audit Trail  

For each Order, CampControl maintains a detailed audit trail.  At a glance, you can see exactly where 
any item in the order is in the order/purchase/deliver pipeline.  
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CampControl Travel Booking 

Not only can you place orders for items required in camp, you can enter requests to your Expediter or 
Office Administrator to make travel bookings.  This makes tracking personnel movements and 
expenses much easier and more thorough than by using emails for this purpose.  

All travel requests/bookings are shown on the Calendar and in the "Travel Summary" shown next in 
the Feature Tour.  

Bookings can be requested for:  

• Hotel Reservations,  
• Flights and Air Charters  

Below is an example of requesting hotel accommodation: 

  

  

Note that all requests for bookings, at the time of the request, may be allocated Program, Activity 
and Cost Codes.  

The full power and flexibility of CampControl’s Travel Booking System is illustrated in the Travel 
Booking Activity Diagram shown overleaf. 
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CampControl Travel Booking (cont) 
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CampControl Travel Summary 

CampControl provides a short summary of historical travel and future travel bookings - both flight and 
accommodation.   Having all this information consolidated into one screen-view or report is a very 
useful management aid. 

Shown below is an example of a travel summary. Clicking on the order number link takes you to the 
original request and booking details. 
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CampControl Reports 

Reports in CampControl provide a neatly formatted presentation of data.  These can be downloaded 
in PDF format, ideal for appending this information to management and government reports.  
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CampControl Code Customisation 

CampControl has a number of code charts that you can configure to suit your own company's 
standards.  If you don't have specific sets of codes to use, the default codes provided in CampControl 
are good for most Exploration Companies.  

Each item that is bought can be assigned a Program, Activity and Cost Code.   

All entries in Worklogs, Helicopter Logs, Vehicle Logs and Drill Progress Logs can be given Program 
and Activity Codes.  

Program Codes are used to categorise expenditure by the program/project it was spent on.  
Typically, projects are defined by the property on which work was undertaken, or by a particular joint 
venture partnership.  Sometimes programs are defined by the time of year (e.g. Summer Program).  

Activity Codes define which activity the item or activity is associated with, according to the 
preferences of project managers. For example, some managers like to keep separate track of their 
geochemical and geophysical expenditures. Some lump them together as Field Expenses, and others 
like to split geophysical expenses into ground and airborne geophysics. 

Cost Codes are used to categorise the kind of item or service that has been, or will be, purchased.  
It usually matches the codes in the company's Chart of Accounts.  The ability to use your own Cost 
Codes allows easy integration of orders recorded in CampControl into accounting software which uses 
the same Cost Codes. 
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CampControl Hosting 
 
CampControl is a fully hosted SaaS (software as a service) solution for the management of mineral 
exploration.  
 
From a strictly “software” point of view, this translates to the following benefits, allowing you to 
concentrate on exploration while CampControl takes care of data management: 

1. Secure login.  The login page and all data transfer is secured with SSL encryption, keeping 
your username, password and data safe.  

2. No hardware is required.  Since CampControl is a fully hosted solution, you simply log into 
your account on the internet, from any where in the world, and manage your exploration 
projects.  

3. No software to be installed. Being internet based, you and your staff access your data using a 
Web browser.  

4. Full off site data backups of all logistical data are taken every 24 hours.  The backups are 
restored daily on a second server that is physically located off site. Should some disaster 
occur at our primary server site, the secondary server can be used.  It is always online at 
www.campcontrol2.com.  An additional (3rd) backup is made that is off-line for additional 
security.  

5. Full off-site photographs and documents backups are made every 7 days.  

 

 

CampControl Summary 

As illustrated in this introduction, CampControl provides many benefits to mineral exploration and 
exploration service companies.  We recap some of them below:  

CampControl provides immediate access what's going on in the field.  

CampControl maintains a company's records in one place, rather than having them distributed 
between many computers.  This makes the company much less vulnerable to lost computers and the 
inevitable turnover of staff.  

CampControl saves time preparing management and government reports. 

CampControl streamlines communication between field camps and persons supplying the camps. 

CampControl saves time budgeting for the following year. 

CampControl saves money by keeping track of inventory that so often 'vanishes' at the end of the 
season. 

CampControl greatly facilitates the management of exploration-related photographs. 

CampControl has been proven in the field with many seasons of use by many different companies in 
different provinces of Canada and countries of the world – from sub-Arctic to desert conditions. 


